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REQUEST 
FOR 

INUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 
TRANSMITTAL 



Address to: 
Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/655,209 



September 4, 2003 



Con-Carolis 



2613 



Quan, Zhen Wang 



8146-90519 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.1 14 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 
8, 1995, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO ) on page 2. 



1. \ Submission required under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 



Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered 
and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If 
applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendment(s). 

i. E) Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action 



ii. 

b.Q 
i. 
ii. 



may be considered as a submission even if this box is not checked. 
|>3 Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

□ Other 



April 25, 2006 



Enclosed 

Q Amendment/Reply iii. □ 

□ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) iv. □ 



Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
Other 



2. I Miscellaneous | 

a. □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for 

a period of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i) required) 

b. □ Other 

3. 



Fees 



a. 



The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 
The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 

Deposit Account No. 23-0920 . I have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet. 

H c y\ "f /) 



II. 
iii. 



□ 



RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1 . 1 36 and 1 . 1 7) 
Other 



$285 (3rd/Extension) 



(X) Check in the amount of $ 680.00 



enclosed 



□ Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 enclosed) 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public 
be included on this form 



Credit card information should not 
Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 



I Signature 




Date 


May 17, 2006 J 


Name (Print /Type) 


Thomas R. Vigil 


Registration No. 


24,542 J 


CERTIFICA TE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION ^\ 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in 
an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner For Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or facsimile transmitted to 
the U.S. Patent andTrademark Office on the date shown below. 


Signature 




^JMame (Print /Type) 


/ 

Thomas R. Vigil 


Date 


May 17,2006 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing the burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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— mmThe MAILING DAT&tfthis commutation appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
THE REPLY FILED 25 April 2006 v fe^ A ^9^^B f THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 
1 . IS The reply was filed after a finalreJStflorCbt^ to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid abandonment of 
this application, applicant must timely file one of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which 
places the application in condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .31 ; or (3) 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 4. The reply must be filed within one of the following 
time periods: 

a) ^ The period for reply expires 3_months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) □ The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a) or (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN 

TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(f). 
Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee 
under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or (2) as 
set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, 
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

2 □ The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .37 must be filed within two months of the date of 

filing the Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41.37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41.37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since 
a Notice of Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41 .37(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

3. |3 The proposed amendment(s) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will riot be entered because 

(a) I3 They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) D They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below); 

(c) □ They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for 

appeal; and/or 

(d) D They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: See Continuation Sheet . (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)). 

4. □ The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324). 

5. D Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

6. □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the 

non-allowable claim(s). 

7. [3 For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) ^ will not be entered, or b) □ will be entered and an explanation of 

how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 1^8. 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 

AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE 

8. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered 

because applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and 
was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e). 

9. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be 

entered because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome ah rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a 
showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1). 

10. □ The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry is below or attached. 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER 

11/13 The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: 
See 3(a). 

12. □ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08 or PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

13. □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-303 (Rev. 7-05) 



Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief 



Part of Paper No. 20060429 



, Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) 



Application No. 10/655,209 



Continuation of 3. NOTE: The amended claim 1 further includes newly added limitations of "sharing a common sub-network destination 
are aggregated to form a photonic slot that is individually routed to reach said sub-network destination; wherein: (a) individual wavelength 
switching nodes (ISWN) provide switching of at least one wavelength within a timeslot without affecting other wavelengths; (b) said ISWN 
separates the wavelength channels within a received photonic slot into individual component channels; (c) said individual component 
.channels being switched to an output port singly unless two or more have different wavelengths, in which case the channels are merged 
into one slot; (d) all time division multiplex (TDM) repetitive frames are synchronized at input ports of said ISWN by utilizing synchronizing 
means such as fractional delays and the like; and (e) said TDM frames being assigned bandwidths such that each connection is assigned 
k a wavelength channel and a timeslot for routing from a source node to a destination nod". The newly added limitations require further 



search and consideration. 
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